
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2008 
 

Scheduled for Sunday 30 November, sadly this year’s 
Christmas Fayre had to be cancelled, due to an 
outbreak of parvo virus at the Home just before, so the 
Home had to be closed for a couple of weeks.  
Happily, the outbreak was limited to just a few stray 
puppies, which the staff and vets dealt with 
professionally and quickly.  
 

“ GRANNY’S ATTIC”  RUMMAGE SALES 
 
Starting on Sunday 5 April and then on  the 1st Sunday 
of the month,  we will be running rummage sales in 
Block M, behind the old car park (except for 6 
September and 29 November).  Lots of bargains so do 
come and have a rummage! 

 

JOAN HENRY’S TABLE TOP SALES 
 

 
One of the many sales held recently 

 

Joan has taken over the table top sales previously run 
by Rae Carpenter.  In 2008, she held 5 such sales, and 
raised the magnificent sum of nearly £1,500 towards 
the Friends’  funds, ably assisted by Julianne Foreman, 
Jill Herrett, Kay Gerrett and Margaret Cole.  Well 
done Joan and helpers!  She will be holding further 
table top sales throughout 2009. 

 

RSPCA WEEK DRAW 
 

The Home is running a raffle for RSPCA week, and 2 
books of tickets are enclosed – a few of the super 
prizes on offer:-  
 
1st prize: 1 year supply of James Wellbeloved dog food 
2nd prize: 1 year supply of James Wellbeloved cat food 
3rd prize: rugby ball signed by Bath Rugby Team  

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
 

Despite the Christmas Fayre having to be cancelled, 
the raffle was well supported and raised over £8,000.  
Many thanks to all who bought tickets and donated 
prizes. 
 
1st Prize £200 cash 

 
C Robinson, 
Trowbridge 

2nd Prize 6 Bottles of Moet & 
Chandon champagne, 
presented by the 
Friends 

C Butler, 
Chilcompton 

3rd Prize 
 

15”  LCD Television, 
courtesy of Mrs Sara 
Child, MD of SJC 
Recruitment 

A MacEwen, 
Westbury 

4th Prize 
 

A week’s holiday at 
Parsands Holiday 
Park in Cornwall, 
courtesy of Mark & 
Anne Foulger 

C Powell, Bristol 

5th Prize 
 

An IPOD courtesy of 
Mrs T Gibbons 

J Lane, Bath 

6th Prize 
 

A beauty treatment at 
the Frontline Salon, 
courtesy of Mrs Sara 
Child, MD of SJC 
Recruitment 

T Ward, Bath 

7th Prize 
 

A wicker hamper of 
organic goodies 

M R Maskell, Bath 

8th Prize 
 

A digital photo frame 
presented by the 
Friends 

M & T Davis, 
Trowbridge 

9th Prize 
 

A make up coffret, 
courtesy of Mrs S M 
Coneybear- Bloom 

T Morris, Frome 

10th 
Prize 

Voucher for the 
Thermae Spa, 
presented by the 
Friends 

A Andrews, 
Paulton 

11th 
Prize 

Box of Belgian 
chocolates, presented 
by the Friends 

S Mead, 
Trowbridge 

 
All prize winners have been informed. 



VOLUNTEERS 
 

We are always looking for people to help us to raise 
funds.  You could: 
 

·  Bake cakes for our refreshments Sundays 
·  Help out at the refreshment days 
·  Sort out and price goods for our various sales 
·  Make jams/goods for sale 
·  Man a stall at our sales 
·  Grow on plants for our plant sale 
·  Collect goods donated  
·  Stuff envelopes with the Newsletter 

 
If you can help, please contact Lynda Pearce on 01225 
333507 or Valerie Cooper on 01225 482884, or email 
us on friends@bathcatsanddogshome.co.uk. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2009 
 

Sunday 5 April 
11am – 3pm 

Refreshments, Joan Henry’s 
Table Top & Rummage Sale 

Bank Holiday Monday 
4 May 
11am – 3pm 

Plant sale & Refreshments 
 

Sunday 7 June 
11am – 3pm 

Refreshments & Rummage 
Sale 

Thursday 25 June 
From 6.30pm 

AGM 
 

Sunday 5 July 
11am – 3pm 

Refreshments, Book Sale & 
Rummage Sale 

Sunday 2 August 
11am – 3pm 

Refreshments & Rummage 
Sale 

Sunday 6 September 
10am – 4pm 

Open Day 

Sunday 4 October 
11am- 3pm 

Refreshments & Rummage 
Sale 

Sunday 1 November 
11am – 3pm 

Refreshments & Rummage 
Sale 

Sunday 29 November    
11am – 4pm 

Christmas Fayre & 
Refreshments 

 
All events are at the Home.   Keep an eye out for more 
events on our website or notice board at the Home.  
 

GOODS 
 

Do you have any good QUALITY used or new/nearly 
new goods or clothes you no longer want or need 
which we can sell to raise funds.  Please contact Lynda 
Pearce on 01225 333507 or Sue Forder on 01225 
317355 if you can help.  Or leave them outside the 
Friends Office at the Home, marked for the Friends.    

 

CANDLELIGHT EVENING 
 

On Sunday 7 December 2008, the evening that the 
Home held a Carol Service, the Friends also held a 
candlelight evening.  For £1 the Friends arranged for a 

candle to be lit in memory of a loved one, be it a pet or 
a family member or friend, and raised over £300 
towards the Friends funds.    

 
HOW YOUR MONEY IS SPENT 

 
In 2007/8, the Friends donated £150,000 to the Home 
towards the horrendous vets’  bills.  In 2008/9, a further 
£170,000 was donated to cover the cost of looking 
after the cats.  Some smaller sums were also made to 
cover specific needs/projects. 
 

PLANT SALE 
 
On Bank Holiday Monday 4 May, the Friends will be 
holding their annual plant sale.  Last year’s event was 
a great success and raised over £1,500. Any donations 
of the following items would be most welcome:- 
 

·  Plant pots 
·  Seed  trays 
·  Garden furniture 
·  Tools 
·  Decorative pots 
·  Planters etc 

 
If you have green fingers and a sunny window sill (or a 
greenhouse) could you perhaps nurture a few plants for 
our sale?  Could you donate cuttings or plants? 
 
If you have any of the above or would like to help, 
please contact Lynda Pearce on 01225 333507. 
 

 
A previous plant sale 

 

1000 CLUB 2009 
 

269 people signed up for the 1000 Club, so the 
monthly prize is £128 and giving a profit of some 
£1,500 for the Friends.  Winners so far:- 
 
January Mrs Hancock, Bath 
February Mrs Wiltshire, Chippenham 

 
AGM  

 
The Friends Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Thursday 25 June in the John Hobhouse room at the 
Home, starting with light refreshments at 6.30pm.  The 
meeting will commence at 7.00pm.   Details of the 
AGM are contained in the attached notice. 



We would welcome applications to become trustees of 
the charity, proactive people who want to become 
involved in the running of the Friends and its many 
activities.  In particular, we are seeking a Secretary, as 
the current one wants to retire! For this post, it would 
help if you were computer literate, and had experience 
in servicing committees, taking minutes and be 
prepared to take on any task required of you.  If you 
would like more details on either becoming a trustee 
and/or as Secretary, please contact Jean Low at the 
address shown at the top of this newsletter or email her 
on friends@bathcatsanddogs.co.uk.  
 

RSPCA AWARENESS WEEK 2008 – 
REPORT BY VAL PRITCHARD 

 

 
Getting our gear together 

 
Last year during the 2nd week of December, I was 
privileged to take part in RSPCA Action Week, 
centred on Frome.  The basic concept was that a 
selected area of Frome was leaflet dropped, informing 
residents that teams of RSPCA representatives would 
be visiting over a period of one week offering advice, 
free micro-chipping, flea treatment and neutering 
vouchers where required. 
 
On the day I took part, the participants, drawn from 
RSPCA branches in the South West area, met up first 
thing in the morning at our rendezvous point and 
divided up into groups of three, comprising an 
inspector, a veterinary nurse and an administrator to 
take care of the requisite paperwork.  I found the 
experience fascinating and a real eye opener, both in 
terms of the people we visited and seeing inspectors 
and veterinary nurses at work.  Overall, I would say 
that the people we met were definitely animal lovers, 
who genuinely cared for their pets, but who were 
sometimes misguided, misinformed or just plain short 
of money.  There was only one visit which worried me 
– it was to a house where the local dog warden had 
advised us that the family owned fighting dogs.  The 
front door had indeed got a dog gate on it and there 
was a strong aroma of canine, but the man who 
answered the door denied having a dog.  Draw your 
own conclusions! 
 
All in all, a truly rewarding experience.  I was recently 
advised that my team gave away the most free 
treatments – I call that a success.  Happily the exercise 
is being repeated in Bristol next year. Any volunteers? 

 

 
Inspecting a small friend 

 

YOUR PET STORIES 
 
Here are some more of your stories about your re-
homed pets.     
 

CHARLIE – ROBIN &  ELAINE EASTMAN 
OF MARSHFIELD 

 

 
What a handsome boy 

  
Charlie was taken from travellers in the autumn of 
1998 by the RSPCA Inspector and taken to the Home.   
His left hock was very swollen and he was infested 
with worms and very skinny, most of his ribs were 
showing and his hipbones were very prominent.   He 
was given all the relevant treatments and extra food; he 
was also given acupuncture to reduce the swelling in 
his leg. 
 
He was taken to the Home’s vet who x-rayed the leg.  
The state of the joint led the vet to believe it had been 
broken for over a year.  He was operated on and a very 
reasonable job was done to save the leg.  It was a very 
long operation and the best was done, but due to the 
healing his body had done it wasn’ t easy and the main 
tendon was unattached at the hock. 
 
 We were at the Home when he arrived and we had 
been keeping him company in his kennel (as he wasn’ t 
allowed exercise).  The Home was looking for an 
experienced foster home whilst he was in plaster.  We 
had already adopted a greyhound from the home two 
years earlier.  Charlie came home with us and settled 
in very well with Caleb (collie X lab) and Lucy 
(Greyhound).  
 
He had three different plasters over the weeks and 
painkillers.  The time seemed to go so slowly until he 
could have exercise.  We had use the lead until the 



time came when he could have free exercise.  We have 
a large garden and he just ran.  He was using his leg as 
he ran and he was fast.  Of course he never returned to 
the Home as we adopted him. 
 
 Charlie has been with us on many fund raising events 
at supermarkets and street collections as he loves 
meeting people especially children.  He has a lovely 
nature.  As he got older he used his leg less and less.  
In the end it was used for balance when he couldn’ t 
lean on someone.  The tendon slipped loose again and 
he was on painkillers for several years.  Then in May 
2008 he was lying in his chair, on his back, as he often 
does, and had one of his usual kicking dreams where it 
appears as if he is chasing something.  During these 
dreams his bad leg is always moving with great force 
and on this occasion he hit the side of the TV. 
 
The next morning the leg was swollen and he was in 
great pain.  He was immediately taken to our vet, who 
kept him in overnight, and the next day tried to get the 
swelling down.  Every time he put the leg to the 
ground he screamed.  It was the decided that the best 
solution was to remove the leg.  This was done and he 
stayed in the veterinary hospital for a couple more 
days to help him get his balance. 

 

 
Just resting 

 
 He came home with a large collar in case he worried 
the stitches.  He tried once and was told ‘No’  and 
didn’ t touch them again.  Although we don’ t walk him 
as far as my other two he runs round our garden as fast 
as ever.  Whilst he was in pain with his leg he had got 
quite grumpy.  When the leg went so did the 
grumpiness.  He is still the lovely chap he was when 
we first had him.  With hindsight perhaps we should 
have had the leg removed ages ago. 
 
His only faults are that he is frightened of thunder, 
fireworks and the sound of Hercules aircraft and the 
disc that you can buy to desensitise does not work for 
Charlie.  

 
MERLOT (aka BOB) – JEAN LOW, BATH 

 
I have been owned by Burmese cats for nearly thirty 
years, and in that time some six Burmese cats have 
crossed my threshold.  Last year I was left with just 
one lilac Burmese girl Dolly who had reached the 
grand old age of 18 (and was slowly fading) and a 

Korat girl Kiki aged 4, whom I had adopted from the 
Home 3 years ago – her story appeared in an earlier 
newsletter.  So last year I thought it was time to 
consider a succession plan.  I did not think it fair to get 
another kitten as I am getting on a bit, so I looked at 
the Burmese rescues, and came across Merlot, a six 
year old lilac boy who was in need of a new home. 
 

 
Just a big softie 

 
Merlot and his sister were bought as kittens by a young 
couple in Leicester.  When the girl was killed on the 
road a couple of years later, their owners decided to 
buy a couple of puppies.  However, Merlot did not get 
on with the dogs, and so his owners offered him up for 
rehoming.  After a flurry of phone calls and emails, 
they agreed I would be the best person to take him. 
 
So on a sunny day in March last year, they brought 
him to Bath.  He was naturally very confused and 
somewhat upset about being up rooted.  I tried to keep 
him in until he had got used to us, but he was clearly 
used to going out and was going stir crazy so that after 
three days I could not stand the yowling, so out into 
the garden he went!  I was very worried that he might 
not find his way back, but he was a lot smarter than I 
gave him credit for. 
 
He has now settled down with us, and I renamed him 
Bob. He is a very friendly (and hungry!) boy, and I 
love him to bits, but he does take up a lot of room on 
the bed! 
 
 
 
If you have pet stories or any other items of interest 
you would like to put forward for publication in our 
newsletter, please send them with photographs if you 
have any to the editor Jean Low at the address shown 
at the top of this newsletter, or email her on 
friends@bathcatsanddogshome.co.uk. Please note your 
article may need to be condensed to fit the space 
available, and the editor reserves the right to amend 
your copy as appropriate. 
 
 
Val Pritchard 
Chairman of the Friends 
March 2009 


